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" The News — Hype or Hope?
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From The Times

August 11, 2009

New urine findings pave the way for

personalised drug prescriptions
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DNA Is Part of the Story
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¥ How Can We Do Better?
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industry's standard defense is that companies have to plow so much money into researching

innovative new medicines. But a recently released report from the Government

Accountability Office casts doubt on that rationale. Yes the industry is spending heavily on

E&D, the GAO found, but it turns out big pharma isn't actually generating such a good

return on their investments.
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¥ Dizzying Potential in Oncology

UPDATE 1-FDA OKs expanded use of Glaxo breast cancer
drug

Fri, Jan 25 2010
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Herceptin Again Proves Mettle Against Breast Cancer

Improved survival seen when used with chemo for HER2 malignancies, researchers report

By Amanda Gardner
HealthDay Reporter
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Breast Cancer Breakthrough Test to Identify Best Treatments

Tuesday , February 02, 2010

NewsCBRE

A simple test could soon identify whether women with breast cancer would benefit from certain

types of treatment, The Sun reported Tuesday. ADVERTISEME

Scientists at Queen’s University in Belfast discovered that those with high levels of the gene FKBPL are mor
likely to respond to commanly-used drug tamaoxifen.

It is estimated that only around two-thirds of those who use the drug actually benefit from it.

The breakthrough could stop thousands of women needlessly experiencing side effects when tamoxifen
might not worl:,




eEthical and privacy issues
eAdded costs for counseling
*Follow-up for genetic counseling
*Educational gaps in professions, public and media
eDirect-to-consumer advertising
*Genetic services
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“It is much more important to
know what kind of patient has a
disease than to know what kind
of disease a patient has”

~ Caleb Parry, 18t Century physician, Bath
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